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2013 Town Report Dedication 
 
It is with great pride and thankfulness that we dedicate the 2013 Exeter Town 
Report to Mrs. Margaret “Peg” Duhamel of Bell Avenue.  Peg has volunteered 
for the Town since 1974, a period of 40 years.  Peg’s service to Exeter includes 
the Bicentennial Commission, the Trustees of Trust Funds (1974-2014), being a 
life member of the Council on Aging since 1988, a Trustee of the Robinson Fund 
from 1992 to 2006, a Supervisor of the Checklist from 1992 through 2016, and a 
member of the Exeter Housing Authority from 1978 to 1983.   
In many ways, Peg is emblematic of the perfect volunteer.  She serves selflessly, 
is always approachable and willing to help, and is always positive about the 
Town she loves.  It is simply not easy to find volunteers like Peg these days – she 
has brightened all of our days and served the Town in her usual humble, low-
key, pleasant manner.   
Peg announced her retirement at this year’s deliberative session, but says she’ll 
“be around.”  We certainly hope so!  Congratulations Peg, and thank you for all 
of your service to Exeter. 
Margaret “Peg” Duhamel 
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Town Officials 
As of January 7, 2014 
 Term Ends   Term Ends 
Moderator   Library Trustees  
Paul Scafidi 2015  Mary LaFreniere 2015 
   Gwen Kenney 2015 
Selectmen   John Henson 2016 
Matthew Quandt 2014  Barbara Young 2016 
Donald Clement 2016  Betsey Crespi 2016 
Daniel Chartrand 2015  Felicia Donovan 2014 
Julie Gilman 2016  Lauren Deranian 2014 
Frank Ferraro 2014  Denise Leonard 2014 
     
Town Clerk   Trustees of Robinson Fund  
Andrea Kohler 2014  Harry B. Thayer III 2019 
   Joan Smart 2020 
Treasurer   Joanna Pellerin 2014 
Allan Corey 2015  Judith Churchill 2016 
   Patricia Qualter 2017 
Supervisors of the Checklist   Barbara Taylor Gagne 2018 
Margaret Duhamel 2016  Peter Smith 2015 
Paula Hamel 2018    
Vicki Nawoichyk (appointed) 2014    
     
Trustees of Swasey Parkway     
Gerry Hamel 2016    
Jay Perkins, Sr. 2014    
Ruthanne Rogers 2015    
     
Trustees of Trust Funds     
Nancy Batchelder 2015    
Sandra Parks 2016    
Margaret Duhamel 2014    
     
     
     
     












Harry B. Thayer III 
Robert Wentworth 
Donald Woodward 
Arts Committee Term Ends  Economic Development Commission Term Ends 
Jane Keirnan 2015  Lizabeth MacDonald 2015 
Robert Richardson 2015  Cynthia Tokos 2016 
Rawson Webb 2015  Jason Proulx 2014 
Karen Noonan 2016  Barry Sandberg 2016 
Karen Desrosiers 2014  Madeleine Hamel 2014 
Kathy Thompson 2014  David Hampson 2014 
Lauren Chuslo-Shur 2014  Brandon Stauber 2015 
Marissa Vitolo 2016  Brian Lortie 2015 
Don Clement, BOS Rep.   Len Benjamin 2016 
   Kenneth Knowles, Planning Bd. Rep.  
Cable TV Advisory Committee   Kathy Corson, Alt. Planning Bd. Rep.  
Nancy Belanger 2016  Russell Dean, Town Manager  
Anne Surman 2014  Dan Chartrand, BOS Rep.  
Matt Quandt, BOS Rep.     
Hope Godino, Library Rep.   Heritage Commission  
   John Merkle 2015 
   Peter Smith 2016 
Conservation Commission   Mary Dupre 2014 
Robert Field 2016  Jaime Lopez 2014 
Kevin Keaveney 2016  Kathy Corson, Planning Bd. Rep.  
Peter Richardson 2016  Ron Schutz, HDC Rep.  
Margaret Matick 2014  Julie Gilman, BOS Rep.  
Carlos Guindon 2014    
Russell Kaphan 2014  Historic District Commission  
Alyson Eberhardt 2016  Pam Gjettum 2015 
Virginia Raub, Alternate 2015  Wendy Bergeron 2016 
Cynthia Field, Alternate 2014  Nicole Martineau 2016 
Don Briselden, Alternate 2015  Ron Schutz 2014 
Don Clement, BOS Rep.   Len Benjamin 2014 
   Fred Kollmorgen, Alternate 2016 
Council on Aging   Patrick Gordon, Alternate 2014 
Jill Compton 2015  Pete Cameron, Planning Bd. Rep.  
Diane Kollmorgen 2016  Julie Gilman, BOS Rep  
Phyllis Roach 2014    
Sandra Cross, Alternate Life  Exeter Housing Authority  
Alma Hall Life  Vern Sherman 2018 
Margaret Duhamel Life  Barbara Chapman 2015 
Mike Favreau, Parks & Rec. Rep.   Pam Gjettum 2016 
Matt Quandt, BOS Rep.   Renee O'Barton 2014 
   Boyd Allen 2015 
     






Ends  Technology Committee 
Term 
Ends 
Carol Sideris 2015  Rod Danielson 2014 
Katherine Woolhouse 2015  David Briden 2015 
Gwen English 2016  Darius Thompson 2015 
Kenneth Knowles 2016  Russell Dean, Town Manager  
Ian Jonathan Raum 2014  Julie Gilman, BOS Rep.  
Elise Kesseli 2014    
Pete Cameron, Alternate 2015  Water Sewer Advisory  
Langdon Plumer, Alternate 2016  Paul Scafidi 2016 
Kathy Corson, Alternate 2014  Jim Tanis 2016 
Christina Hardy, Alternate 2015  John Gilbert 2015 
Kelly Bergeron 2016  Bob Kelly 2015 
Frank Ferraro, BOS Rep.   Boyd Allen 2014 
   Gene Lambert 2014 
River Study Committee   Frank Ferraro, BOS Rep  
Mimi Larsen-Becker 2015    
Peter Richardson 2016  Zoning Board of Adjustment  
Frank Patterson 2016  Robert Prior 2015 
Rod Bourdon 2014  John Hauschildt 2015 
Lionel Ingram 2014  Martha Pennell 2014 
Richard Huber 2015  Rick Thielbar 2014 
Kristen Murphy, Nat. Resource Planner   Marc Carbonneau, Alternate 2014 
Paul Vlasich, DPW Rep.   Stephen Cole, Alternate 2014 
Virginia Raub, Conservation Rep.   Hank Ouimet, Alternate 2015 
Roger Wakeman, PEA Rep.     
Donald Clement, BOS Rep.     
     
Rockingham Planning Commission     
Gwen English 2015    
Langdon Plumer 2016    
Katherine Woolhouse 2014    




State and Local 
 
Representatives to General Court 
District #18  
Steve Briden 
Eileen Flockhart, 778-0647 
Frank Heffron, 772-4659 
Donna L. Schlachman, 772-4934 
 
District #36 
Patricia Lovejoy, 778-9662 
 
Governor’s Executive Council – District #3 
Councilor Christopher Sununu 
 
State Senator – District #23 
Russell Prescott 
 




United States Senators – District #1 
Honorable Kelly Ayotte, Portsmouth  436-7161 
Honorable Jeanne Shaheen, Dover  750-3004 
 
United States Representative- District #1 























Looking back, 2013 was both a busy and eventful year for Exeter.  Major infrastructure projects topped 
the list starting with Exeter signing the EPA Administrative Order for a new wastewater treatment 
plant. Design work was completed for our new ground water treatment plant on Lary Lane.  The Jady 
Hill water and sewer replacement project was completed and work had begun on the Portsmouth 
Avenue sewer line replacement. 
 
In April, the Board of Selectmen held their annual goal planning session that resulted in setting major 
goals for the town. One of those goals resulted in the first ever ‘All Boards’ meeting conducted in the 
fall. Efforts continued throughout the year on the other goals revolving around economic 
development, regionalization and facility planning. The board also updated their policies on social 
media, investments and fund balance. 
 
Several significant events occurred during the year. Our historic Town Hall was struck by lightning in 
April and the resulting fire and water damage required us to shut it down while repairs were done. It’s 
back now better than new. In August, Stop and Shop abandoned its New Hampshire grocery store 
presence and shuttered the Portsmouth Avenue store. In December, Hannaford’s announced they 
would move into the vacated space in the spring of 2014. 
 
Exeter celebrated a major milestone in 2013; its 375th birthday was commemorated with bonfires and 
fireworks, ladies high tea, New Year’s Eve gala and Lincoln reenactment. Exeter honored its history and 
proudly showed off our spirit of community. It is that spirit of community that is exhibited every day by 
the hundreds of citizens who give their time and talents in so many ways.  We thank them for their 
valuable contributions. 
 
Exeter Board of Selectmen 
 
Don Clement, Chair 
Dan Chartrand, Vice Chair 
Julie Gilman, Clerk  
Frank Ferraro   
Matt Quandt 
Board of Selectmen 
 




This represents my ninth annual report to the residents of Exeter.  As always, 2013 was a busy year 
for the Town, and included many Town and community initiatives, events and projects.  Below are 
just some of the highlights: 
 In January, the Board of Selectmen entered into an administrative order of consent with the 
EPA over the building of a new wastewater facility to serve the Town.  This facility, which must 
be built and operational by 2018, will need to meet new nitrogen criteria imposed by the EPA.  
The AOC was the result of a well publicized and lengthy negotiated process with the EPA. 
 The Town budget was approved overwhelmingly in March, and voters approved a new 
collective bargaining agreement with the Fire Association as part of the warrant.  Voters also 
approved funding for a new ladder truck for the Fire Department; expected to be delivered in 
spring of 2014.  This new unit will replace one purchased in 1994.  Voters also approved 
funding for a new sewer vactor truck, an upgrade to the fuel dispensing system at DPW, a 
total of $900,000 in paving funds, design funds for replacement of deficient culverts on Linden 
Street at Little River, and Court Street at Bell Avenue, and over $100,000 to support local 
human service agencies. 
 The Town’s capital program continued in earnest in 2013.  Water meter upgrades took place 
throughout the year – these changes will allow for full remote reading by the Water 
Department.  The Waste stream reduction project adjacent to the Water Treatment Plant 
approved in 2012 was completed, and the new Groundwater Facility proposed for Lary Lane, 
also approved in 2012, reached 100% design.  In addition, in 2013, the Jady Hill water/sewer 
line replacement project was completed.  In late 2013, the Town broke ground on replacing a 
key sewer line from the High Street/Portsmouth Avenue area to the Water Treatment Plant.  
This project is expected to be completed in 2014.  The combination of all of these projects will 
greatly enhance the Town’s wastewater system by replacing old and non-functional 
infrastructure, and reducing inflow and infiltration, which have plagued the system for years.  
It will also assist the Town in meeting the terms of a compliance order from EPA to eliminate 
combined sewer overflows (CSOs). 
 The Town Manager and Board of Selectmen worked through two different goal setting 
sessions culminating in defined goals.  These goals included adding a full time resource for 
economic development in the form of an economic development director.  This position will 
be responsible for forging a link between businesses and the Town with the goal of expanding 
our commercial base.  In addition, the position will help Exeter compete with neighboring 
communities who have invested in a similar resource for years.  This position will be part of 
the proposed 2014 budget to the Town and has been recommended by the Selectmen, 
Economic Development Commission, and Budget Recommendations Committee. 
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 The Town Manager, Economic Development Commission, and Board of Selectmen worked on 
two economic development related initiatives for 2014: a proposed central area downtown TIF, 
and the proposed adoption of RSA 79-E, the Community Tax Relief Incentive.  The TIF concept is 
being discussed due to the availability and potential development of four key downtown area 
properties, which could generate revenue to fund downtown improvements.  79-E has been 
adopted by many communities to promote substantial rehabilitation and investment in 
downtown and village centers.  These efforts are geared toward spurring economic growth over 
the long term.  Both items must be approved by the voters. 
 In 2013, the Town continued discussions with the Town of Stratham on a possible joint venture 
for providing water and sewer service to Stratham.  Negotiations commenced after a study 
concluding continued discussions was a reasonable approach.  Technical and financial 
workgroups were then formed by each Town to work through several issues.  These 
negotiations are likely to continue into 2014. 
 The Town participated in several important stormwater and climate initiatives, including the 
CAPE effort.  In addition, the Town signed on to a green infrastructure effort coordinated by 
RPC. 
 The Town Planner and Town Manager worked with a citizen’s committee on a welcome center 
at the Lincoln Street train station.  This project was originally approved as a warrant article in 
2011.  After several gyrations with NHDOT, an engineering study was approved and commenced 
late in 2013 by DuBois and King. 
 The Board of Selectmen worked with the Town Manager’s office on several policy updates and 
additions in 2013 including a social media policy, an investment policy, and a fund balance 
policy.  The Board also approved a new ordinance regarding licensing of alcohol consumption on 
town property, and considered requests on parking on the Epping Road extension and the 
speed limit on High Street. 
It’s fair to say not much can happen in a community without a generous network of support.  I would 
like to thank our employees and our department managers who work so hard on behalf of our 
residents.  Special thanks to my assistant Sheri Riffle, who does so much to support the efforts of the 
office.  I’d also like to thank the Chamber of Commerce, all of our volunteer boards and committees, 
our businesses, the agencies and organizations that serve our residents, our local and regional schools, 










The Town Clerk’s Office continues to be a place of much activity.  There have been many changes and 
updates in 2013. 
In June, we moved the Town Clerk’s Office to the Wheelwright Room for two weeks, so the remodel of 
the front counter could take place.  This was the most significant and exciting change; as remodeling 
the front counter included a third workstation.  It also allowed for the clerks to sit in regular chairs and 
have more work space, which in turn provides better service to you with less waiting.   
In July, we were able to offer our residents the convenience of the One-Check system.  Now, our 
residents only have to write one check for both the Town and State registration.  Our residents can also 
purchase transfer station permits and stickers at our counter.  We were also able to assist with sales of 
the 375th Town Anniversary merchandise under the One-Check system.    
2013 brought staffing changes as well.   Ms. Burley, Deputy Town Clerk accepted a position in the 
Planning Department and Ms. Unger, Assistant Town Clerk for our office for over 15 years accepted a 
position with the Secretary of the State in the HAVA office.   Our two new additions to our office are 
Sonya Batchelder and Vicki Chmiel.  Sonya came to us with a tremendous amount of experience as she 
is a former Town Clerk.  Vicki is a long-time resident with a background as a Title Clerk.  We are very 
happy to welcome them to our team. 
The Checklist Supervisors also had a busy year with staff changes.  Paula Hamel and Laura Hill were 
elected in March to fill two open positions in the Supervisors office.   Unfortunately, shortly after the 
election, Laura was obligated to resign as she moved from Exeter.  The remaining Supervisors 
appointed Vicky Nawoichyk to fill her position.  The Supervisors continue to keep our voter checklist 
current and accurate, protecting the integrity of our voters. 
The Town Clerk’s Office continues to be a place of much activity as we forge ahead to explore new 
avenues to provide better service with professionalism, efficiency and with a friendly spirit.  Motor 
vehicle registrations, vital records, dog registrations, voter registration and many other transactions 
performed at the clerks counter continue to be the main source of revenue.  The use of E-Reg and E-
Dog remain on the rise. 
It has been a very trying, progressive, and rewarding year and I want to thank the residents of Exeter 
for your patience and support.  It is important to me that the Town Clerk’s Office offer and assist you 
with new progression to help serve you.   
This year has been very busy for me as well as my personnel.  I am genuinely thankful and grateful for 
my staff, Eve Quinn, LeeAnn Simpson, Sonya Batchelder and Vicki Chmeil for their experience, 
diligence, assistance and support during this challenging year.  I would also like to thank our town 




2013 Tax Rate 
Town        $  7.81 
School      $14.68 
State         $ 2.44 
County      $ 1.10 
Total        $26.03 
Assessor 
 
The Assessing Office has once again had an interesting year. The office re-qualified approximately 600 
Veterans Credits, 300 Elderly Exemptions, 42 Disabled Exemptions, and 6 Blind Exemptions. 950 
applications and supporting documentation were reviewed, signed by the Assessor and Selectmen, and 
processed for the 2013 tax bills.  Along with the re-qualifying procedure, subdivision plans - plots, and 
building permits were processed adding assessed value to the tax base.  
New projects for the year established assessed values for all permanent travel trailers occupied in 
Exeter’s two campgrounds. Approximately 60 trailers were measured and valued by the Assessor in 
time for the June tax bill. Also, the office worked on preliminary background data for the proposed TIF 
District within downtown area. 
Exeter’s tax base grew from new growth, 2012 net valuation of $1,576,917,568 to 2013 of 
$1,606,450,382, or an increase of $29,532,814. Exeter’s equalization ratio for 2012 was 104.4% 
Day to day office operations continued supporting 6,200 properties with address changes, deed 
transfers, sale ratio studies, new exemption applicants, public counter support, phone calls, letters, 
and e-mails regarding assessment issues.  
The Assessing Office updates the Town Tax maps annually to reflect accurate property lines, 
subdivisions, ownership changes, and assessment values. All property records along with a GIS 
mapping system for Exeter can be viewed on the internet.  
Assessed values have not been updated since April 2010. The entire assessment tax base will have to 
be recalibrated by conducting a revaluation in 2015, which is the new required State of NH five year 
cycle. 
As another year passes, I would like to thank my fellow office employees and property owners for their 
support and understanding in running a successful assessment program. In the upcoming year, I expect 
the Assessing Office to be equally busy as in the past by trying to keep up the various functions of the 
office and the continued growth in the community. 
Respectfully submitted,                                                                
John DeVittori, CNHA                                                              
Town Assessor                                            
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Doreen Ravell – Finance Director 
Laura Hill –Staff Accountant 
Helen Perrier – Accounting Clerk 
Finance  is responsible for recording, monitoring and analysis for all revenue and expenditures of the 
Town. The Finance Department prepares monthly financial statements, which are published on the 
Town’s website and are presented to the Board of Selectmen and the public on a quarterly basis. 
Finance assists in the preparation of the annual budget, manages all financial audits, works with 
Department Managers, Board and Committee members, prepares all related municipal reports, 
reconciles general ledger accounts, performs account  maintenance, ensures financial compliance with 
GAAP and GASB and compliance with all local, state and federal governments. Finance also works 
interactively with all town departments, committees and subcommittees by providing financial 
information so everyone has the appropriate tools to review and manage the Town, departments and 
committee revenues and expenditures. 
The 2013 year was a very progressive year for Finance. I am proud of all the hard work completed  by 
Finance, Tax, Water and Sewer Offices  to achieve an unqualified opinion for the Town of Exeter’s  
2012 audit, which was finalized in 2013. When I accepted the role of Finance Director, the Town had 
been receiving adverse opinions on its audits for many years.  I’ve been working with my staff and 
other Town employees to improve upon the accounting records and reports.  An unqualified opinion 
represents the highest audit opinion that can be obtained from outside auditors.  We will continue to 
make improvements and address any remaining internal control deficiencies in the Town’s audit. We 
are proud of our progress.  
Special thanks to Laura Hill - Staff Accountant, Helen Perrier - Accounting Clerk and Linda Fecteau - 
Deputy Tax Collector who all contributed to reaching the audit goal. We are all committed to 
monitoring and reporting the highest quality financial statements of the Town of Exeter.  
Many thanks and appreciation are extended to the 2014 Budget Recommendations Committee 
members who volunteered all of their time and talent over many months to present a fair and prudent 
budget to the Board of Selectmen.   
Sincerely yours, 



























































  A Tradition of Service 
 
I would like to dedicate this report to Retired Fire Captain Wayne C. Raymond who passed away this 
year. Captain Raymond served the fire department and the community for 50 years; he loved the job 
and the community. Wayne also served as a worker at the polls for many years and enjoyed being 
involved.  Thank you for your service. 
2013 also marked the Fire Departments 50th anniversary of providing the community the very best 
ambulance service possible. 
At the town meeting in 1963, the ambulance service was established and an ambulance was accepted 
by the town; a used hearse from Brewitt’s Funeral Home. Firefighters were trained to administer Basic 
First Aid.   Records show that Exeter provided this service to a number of communities. Exeter had one 
of the only manned fire department ambulances in the seacoast. 
By contrast, today’s ambulance service provides paramedic level care. Today’s care includes: 
intravenous medications, advanced airway care, cardiac monitoring, defibrillation, as well as many 
other diagnostic procedures. Today, we strive to bring the Emergency Room to you. We also use 
specialty vehicles designed to be used as an ambulance. We work to provide the highest level of care 
to maintain the best quality of life possible for the citizens of Exeter. 
In 2014, we will continue to provide the very best service to the citizens of Exeter and continue our 
Tradition of Service 
I would like to thank the department members for their hard work and dedication, Russell Dean, Town 
Manager, and the members of the Board of Selectmen for their ongoing support of the Fire 
Department’s Mission. 
Brian Comeau 






The Division of Emergency Management continued to improve its capabilities with training and 
exercises throughout the year.  Committees and working groups were established to look at our 
existing Natural Hazard Mitigation Plan and Radiological Emergency Response (REP) for Nuclear 
Facilities Plan. These plans were updated and forwarded to the State of NH Homeland Security and 
Emergency Management, as well as FEMA for approval and adoption.   The Town of Exeter’s 
Emergency Operations Plan is due to be reviewed this year and work will begin in early 2014.   
In late October 2012, Hurricane Sandy made landfall in the mid-Atlantic region, however the effects of 
the storm were felt here in New Hampshire.  President Obama authorized funds for storm preparation 
before landfall and the Town of Exeter prepared for what could have been a far more significant storm, 
if the track had been a little further north.  The Division of Emergency Management worked with FEMA 
to determine the costs that were reimbursable and the Town of Exeter received over $30,160 in early 
2013.  
 Shortly after FEMA had left the region, we were hit with a good old-fashioned Nor’easter on February 
8, 2013.  Governor Hassan declared a State of Emergency at 5pm on February 8.  The storm lasted for 
nearly 2 days and dumped over 30 inches of snow, while winds gusting over 40 mph brought wind chill 
values down below zero.  A shelter was opened in preparation of residents needing assistance, while 
crews worked hard to clear roadways, respond to numerous calls for assistance and restore electrical 
service to much of the town.  Once again, the Division of Emergency Management worked very hard 
compiling the necessary information from the Police and Fire Departments, as well as the Department 
of Public Works, and received over $65,650 to help offset the costs associated with preparation and 
clean-up of the storm. 
These FEMA funds, in addition to nearly $9,500 received for planning and preparation exercises, as 
part of the Emergency Response Plan for the Seabrook Nuclear Power plant, brought the total funds to 
help off-set taxes for 2013 to over $105,000.  
Emergency response personnel, including the Emergency Management Director and Deputy Director, 
received nearly 600 hours of training in incident command and community response and preparedness 
during the year. Much of this training was grant funded or at no cost to the attendees or the Town of 
Exeter.  These exercises and training classes have increased our education and ability to manage large 
natural and manmade disasters, while maximizing our efficiency and use of equipment. 
Everyone at the Exeter Fire Department and the Division of Emergency Management would like to 
thank all town departments and most importantly the residents of Exeter.  It’s your commitment to 
safety and use of good common sense that has allowed us to provide the best quality service in the 
most cost efficient manner.  Your continued support and vigilance will be necessary for the Town of 
Exeter to remain prepared to meet future emergency management challenges. 
Sincerely, 
Eric Wilking 
Assistant Fire Chief 




The department’s complete environmental and public health related activities are available in the Exeter 
Fire Department Consolidated Report.  For information on current environmental issues, public health 
issues and links to other health agencies visit the Health Department’s website at www.exeternh.gov. 
Municipal Pest Management Services coordinated the 2013 Mosquito Surveillance and Response Plan.  
Two positive Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE) mosquito pools were reported. One in August and the other 
in September; both were at the same location.  Barrier adulticide spraying was done around the public 
park areas and schools.  Public Health Advisory notices regarding personal protection against mosquito 
bites were posted.   No positive pools were found for West Nile Virus (WNV).  The 2013 Full Mosquito 
Surveillance Summary is available upon request. 
Presently there are 92 licensed food service facilities.  12 facilities changed ownership; 2 changed 
ownership with plan renovations; and 6 facilities closed.  16 general temporary food licenses were 
issued. The American Independence Festival was issued 6 temporary food licenses. The October Fall 
Festival and Chili Contest had 9 temporary food vendors and 20 chili vendors. 
The department fielded 31 complaints.  Eight of the complaints were related to food service facilities.  
There were 23 various nuisance complaints including but not limited to mold, lead paint, trash/garbage 
and bed bugs. 
The Seacoast Public Health Region has a new volunteer coordinator for the Greater Exeter Citizen Corps 
and the Greater Portsmouth Medical Reserve Corps, Nancy Parker, RN. She meets with the volunteers the 
first Wednesday of the month for training.  The units are comprised of medical and nonmedical local 
volunteers who wish to donate their time and expertise during local emergencies and public health 
preparedness events.  They are also available to assist local organizations with personnel for first aid 
stations at local events. The corps programs are supported by federal dollars from the National 
Association of City and County Health Officials (NACCHO) and through the NH Citizen Corps Program 
grant provided by the Department of Homeland Security. 
Environmental and public health issues, concerns and questions may be directed to the Exeter Health 
Department at 773-6132 or email jjervis@exeternh.gov  For information regarding the Seacoast Public 
Health Region, public health emergency response and volunteer programs please contact Mary Cook at 
418-6404 or email mcook@exeternh.gov or visit the website at www.seacoastphr.org 
Submitted by: 
Judy Jervis, Deputy Health Officer 
Mary Cook, Public Health Emergency Preparedness Coordinator 






The Exeter Public Library vision is to be the informational hub for the Exeter area, a vital institution that 
attracts and stimulates a vibrant community. 
Mission 
The Exeter Public library’s mission is to promote a literate, enlightened citizenship by providing equal 
access to a range of media, services and programs to meet the informational and recreational needs of 
the community, and to encourage the discovery and evaluation of ideas and information, especially 
recognizing the library’s responsibility as a place for children to discover the joy of reading. 
The Board of Trustees and librarians of the Exeter Library are dedicated to carrying out the mission and 
vision through a variety of programs and materials for residents of all ages, interests, and abilities in the 
library and with out-reach programs.  YOUR library card at the Exeter Library provides an amazing 
amount of information and recreation to residents of all ages and interests.   
Come in, read a magazine or newspaper with your morning coffee or tea in the sunny reading area or 
bring the kids in to watch the ducks on the river, look at books, or play with the train. You will find 
books and other materials; fiction and nonfiction in regular print and large print, audio books, picture 
books, early readers, juvenile fiction and nonfiction, teen fiction and nonfiction, and graphic format for 
all ages and interests. 
In addition, Exeter has Internet access using library computers or open access for those with laptops 
with plenty of outlets for plugging in. Available online are webpages and Face book pages and an online 
access library catalog. Using the online catalog residents can see the status of a particular book or 
material and even reserve it. The library offers Mango languages access, online magazine access, 
downloadable audio books, and e-book for computers or tablets, from home or at the library. 
Beginning in January 2014, the library will have an email newsletter with upcoming events for patrons 
who are interested in receiving this type of newsletter.  Exeter Library continues to offer the very 
popular book discussion groups for adults, children and teens, story times for toddlers and 
preschoolers, and art projects for children. 
The Summer Music series has grown to include a Spring series. In addition Exeter Library now offers a 
Monday afternoon movie including popcorn for adult patrons.  The library continues to host New 
Hampshire Humanities programs that are held in conjunction with the Exeter Historical Society. 
The library’s three summer reading programs, adult, teen, and children’s continue to be popular with 
new themes, games, and more participants each summer. As summer outreach librarians bring summer 
reading to the Exeter Recreation Department’s Summer Camp and to Great Bay Kids Camp at the Exeter 
Elementary Schools with prizes and free books.  Other out-reach programs include school visits and 
book-talks and bringing books to Exeter’s senior facilities including 277 Water Street, Langdon Place, 
and RiverWoods.  The library held a major fund-raising event in March 2013 “Baskets for Books” held at 
RiverWoods that was so popular it will be held again in March 2014, again at RiverWoods. 
If you have not been in YOUR library lately, do come in. You will see that YOUR library is really more 
than just a building, more than just books and other concrete materials it is the place where a dedicated 
library staff strives to make it the best place to be, a welcoming and exceptional library because the 
Exeter  residents deserve nothing less than the best.  
YOUR library really is the heart of the community. Hope Godino 
 Director 
 
Parks and Recreation 
 
2013 saw some reorganization in our department.  Our Office Manager left at the end of the year and 
we took the opportunity to better provide services.  We eliminated the full time office position and 
added a Recreation Program Coordinator who would work 50% of the time in the office and the other 
50% in the “field”.  We hired Dan Conrad who worked for us during the year as an intern and is a UNH 
graduate.  Dan has done a fine job and allowed us to offer better services to you our customers.  Our 
programming took some very positive paths this year.  Our Teen Summer Camp again was very 
successful.  We also expanded our Summer Adventure Camp to nine weeks although the many school 
snow days cut that back somewhat.  We will do 9 weeks again in 2014.  Our learn-to-swim program 
underwent an overhaul and we lengthened the classes to 45 minutes.  Registration for swim lessons 
and our Summer Adventure Camp will take place in February.  Be sure to watch for our brochure in 
January and the date of registration.  Our camp sold out in 24 hours this past year (a new record).  We 
will allow Exeter residents only for registration for the first 24 hours in 2014.   
The pool saw an expansion of the decking area with a new grass area that was very well received.  Give 
our concession a try even when you are not swimming.  We offer Gifford’s ice cream and our prices are 
very competitive.   
The Powder Keg Brew and Chili Fest at Swasey Parkway, an event sponsored by our department and 
the Exeter Area Chamber of Commerce was a huge success.  We saw almost 3000 attendees, 50 
breweries and 25 chili vendor/contestants.  Although we do not plan to expand the number of people 
at the event we will increase the footprint by 50% and also bring in some other food vendors.  We are 
looking into getting a “bigger” name band for entertainment as well.  Tickets will go on sale in early 
summer and it is a sure bet to sell out so don’t delay.   
  No report would be complete without a huge thanks to our volunteer coaches.  The youth programs 
are totally dependent on the volunteers who coach the teams.  If your child participates in these 
programs, please think about volunteering.  Also we cannot forget the many people and groups that 
adopt our gardens and traffic islands.  We have some high visibility spots for adoption this year too.   
All of us at the Parks and Recreation Department look forward to serving you in 2014.   
Michael Favreau – Director                               Jim Mahoney – Park Maintenance                         
Greg Bisson – Assistant Director                             Jay Perkins Jr. – Park Maintenance                         





Looking back over 2013, I am reminded of many of the interesting projects that the Planning 
Department participated in along with other town staff, volunteers and agencies. 
Economic Growth and Development: In the spring, the Town Planner was asked to assist a 
subcommittee of the Economic Development Committee in developing a Tax Incremental Finance 
District and Plan; commonly referred to as the central (or downtown) area TIF.  This work led to review 
of state statutes, multiple TIF examples, and other resources.  With input from members of the 
subcommittee, the Planning Department put together a draft report by the end of May. 
Climate Adaptation Planning with UNH and others:  The team’s focus was in gathering information and 
data from outreach and modeling efforts.  Outreach efforts included large public meetings, 
neighborhood and stakeholder focus groups, and meetings with town staff and volunteer boards.  
These groups identified vulnerable areas in town, in regards to flooding, so that a vulnerability analysis 
could be completed.  The modeling/technical team focused on creating three models for Exeter’s river 
and stormwater systems.  The models cover water quality, flooding and storm water aspects of 
Exeter’s watershed systems.  Results of these models as well as the vulnerability assessment will 
provide crucial information to steer Exeter’s climate adaptation plan (CAPE) and recommendations.  
This effort should be completed by September, 2014. 
NHDOT TE Grant, Welcome Center (Baggage Building) Project: A great deal of effort was spent in 2013 
to hire a consultant firm to assist with this grant.  Late in the year, the committee was finally successful 
in hiring the consultant team of DuBois and King to assist with the first part of the project; an 
engineering study.  Results of this study will assist the town in understanding the full scope of work 
needed in the renovation of the welcome center (the original baggage building) including costs 
associated with the project.  The engineering study should be completed early in 2014. 
Water Integration for Squamscott-Exeter Watersheds (WISE): This collaborative effort unites multiple 
agencies with multiple towns in an effort to meet the new, more stringent, wastewater and storm 
water permit requirements of the state and to improve water quality in the Squamscott River and 
Great Bay.  This effort began in 2013 and should be completed in August of 2014.  
Local Development: Planning and building staff were privileged to participate in many discussions with 
business and property owners regarding development potential of several parcels throughout Exeter.  
We continue to assist development teams with their projects from land review, site analysis, regulation 
review, and development potential.  The planning office anticipates many new projects in 2014 and 
looks forward to continued discussions with all of those who are interested in developing in Exeter.   
As you can see, the Planning Department is involved in quite the variety of projects and committees.  
As always, I thank the Planning and Building staff, as well as the many dedicated volunteers that give 
their time to Exeter’s land use committees.  We recognize that many of these folks are well into their 
second decade of volunteering.  Our departments could not do all that we do without their dedicated 
help.  Thank you all! 
Respectfully Submitted,  





I am pleased to provide you with the 2013 Annual Report for the Exeter Police Department, a full-service, full-
time police agency that serves our residents twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.  The success of any law 
enforcement agency, particularly in the realm of crime prevention, is dependent upon the active participation of 
its’ service community.  The Exeter Police Department has long enjoyed a solid, cooperative and positive 
relationship with our citizens resulting in a low crime rate and enhanced public safety. We are where we are 
today because of the diligence of our police department employees; along with assistance from the town of 
Exeter’s community, the Board of Selectmen, Town manager, Town Departments, the School District, many 
businesses, and many individual contributions. The Police Department utilizes many policing models to help 
reduce crime, such as community policing, professional standards, and social media outlets such as Facebook and 
Twitter. The various models are used to help prevent and solve crimes.  
The Police Department employs twenty-four sworn officers, and twelve non-sworn members.  During most of the 
year we had three new officers continuing their officer training, which included three and a half months at the 
State of New Hampshire Police Academy with an additional ten to twelve weeks with a Field Training Officer.  
From January to December 2013, the Exeter Police Department responded to 20,925 calls for service.  
The central contact point for any law enforcement agency, its officers, and the community resides within the 
Emergency Services Communications Center. The Exeter Police Department Communications Center is staffed 24 
hours a day by six full-time, professionally certified communications officers who receive all requests for 
emergency and non-emergency police, fire, and first-aid assistance. The facility is equipped with the latest 
technology to keep the agency on pace with ever-changing community needs. The Center launched the Code Red 
system this year in further efforts of keeping the community abreast of major events.  During 2013, the Center’s 
Communications Officers dispatched 25,287 calls for emergency services.     
Uniform police patrol is the backbone of every municipal law enforcement agency and the Exeter Police 
Department is no different. Our mission is accomplished through a highly adaptable approach to mobile and 
bicycle patrols, utilizing specialized equipment and expertly trained personnel. Working around the clock, our 
uniform patrol function consists of highly visible marked vehicles, a motorcycle and bicycles. The use of the new 
motorcycle allowed our officers closer contact with members of our community and made it possible to focus 
enforcement efforts in areas that are not readily accessible by car. The Department continues to aggressively 
pursue impaired drivers.  This enforcement resulted in 9,709 motor vehicle stops.   
The Criminal Investigations Division (C.I.D.) of the Police Department is responsible for the investigation of 
multiple and major crimes including homicide, rape, robbery, arson, burglary, financial crimes, and drug 
violations. The investigative unit consists of one Captain, one Sergeant, and four Detectives; including a newly 
added Narcotics Detective.  Members of this unit are prepared to respond to crimes as needed, around the clock.  
The Division acquired a grant from Seacoast Crimestoppers for forensic evidence extraction of cellular 
equipment. The Criminal Investigations Division initiated 107 investigative cases. The year 2013 also gave closure 
to the very complicated Hep C “Serial Infector” case with the acceptance of a guilty plea.  Tragically, we saw a 
homicide this year when a woman from North Hampton was fatally stabbed at City Concrete on Hampton Rd on 
March 7, 2013. Outstanding collaboration between Exeter Police Detectives and New Hampshire State Police 
Detectives resulted in the arrest of a man, his wife, and his sister within weeks.  The trio awaits trial at this time. 
On behalf of the Exeter Police Department I would like to thank the Citizens of Exeter, the Board of Selectmen, 
Town Manager Russ Dean, and Department Heads for their support. To the employees of the Exeter Police 
Department; thank you for all your efforts in keeping our agency the best in the State. Exeter is a beautiful 
community in which people live, work, and enjoy life and we will strive to help our residents maintain and enjoy 
the highest quality of life possible.   
Respectfully, 
Chief Richard Kane 
Police 
 
CRIME ANALYSIS REPORT 
        
OFFENSES          2005 2004 
M/V ACCIDENTS - TOTAL       262 261 
FATAL           0 0 
PERSONAL INJURY         77 89 
VS. PEDESTRIAN         5 10 
                
M/V STOPS - TOTAL       10274 10133 
SUMMONSES         1078 1084 
WRITTEN WARNINGS       3359 3377 
VERBAL WARNINGS       6068 4131 
           
~~~~~COMMON VIOLATIONS~~~~~         
  SPEEDING       3224 3823 
  REGISTRATION & INSPECTION   3120 2081 
  LICENSE VIOLATIONS     281 288 
  REGULATORY SIGNS & SIGNALS   455 243 
                
MISCELLANEOUS CALLS FOR SERVICE         
TRAFFIC/TOWN ORDINANCE OFFENSES   173 175 
RESISTING ARREST         11 12 
HINDERING PROSECUTION       1 2 
OBSTRUCTION OF JUSTICE       2 4 
CRIMINAL THREATENING       45 48 
MENTAL PEOPLE         76 44 
ALARM ACTIVATIONS       527 586 
ANIMAL COMPLAINTS       515 418 
RUNAWAY JUVENILES       3 5 
CRIMINAL TRESPASS       10 17 
           
                




CRIME ANALYSIS  REPORT YEAR-TO-DATE 2013 
                
OFFENSES 2013 2012 2011 
HOMICIDE                
MURDER/NON-NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER   1 0 0 
NEGLIGENT MANSLAUGHTER        0 0 0 
HOMICIDE TOTALS         1 0 0 
                  
RAPE                 
FORCIBLE RAPE         0 8 0 
FORCIBLE FONDLING       3 1 6 
ATTEMPTED FORCIBLE RAPE     0 0 0 
RAPE - TOTAL         3 9 6 
                  
ROBBERY        
STRONG ARM         0 0 1 
UNARMED ROBBERY 3 0   
ROBBERY - TOTAL         3 0 1 
                  
ASSAULT        
AGGRAVATED (2nd degree assault)   11 7 10 
CRIMINAL THREATENING/INTIMIDATION      27 22 36 
SIMPLE           80 104 120 
ASSAULT -TOTAL         75 133 166 
                  
BURGLARY          16 19 26 
                  
LARCENY/THEFT                
SHOPLIFTING- (Willful Concealment) 8 6 8 
THEFT FROM A BUILDING       8 41 37 
THEFT FROM A M/V 0 0 18 
THEFT OF M/V PARTS       2 6 5 
ALL OTHER LARCENY 4 85 59 
THEFT BY UNAUTHORIZED TAKING (NEW) 122     
LARCENY/THEFT - TOTAL       144 138 127 
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FRAUD                  
COUNTERFEITING/FORGERY       12 13 15 
FALSE PRETENSES         15 0 22 
CREDIT CARD FRAUD       15 17 7 
IMPERSONATION         6 0 0 
FRAUD - TOTAL         48 30 44 
                  
RECEIVING STOLEN PROPERTY      17 20 17 
VANDALISM/CRIMINAL MISCHIEF     77 98 69 
                  
SEX OFFENSES                
AGGRAVATED FELONIOUS ASSAULT     10 0 2 
STATUTORY RAPE         5 0 3 
PORNOGRAPHY/OBSCENE MATERIAL     6 1 7 
SEX OFFENSES - TOTAL       21 1 12 
                  
OFFENSES AGAINST THE FAMILY           
CHILD NEGLECT         0 0 1 
ENDANGERING THE WELFARE OF A CHILD   3 8 16 
TOTAL           3 8 17 
                  
ABDUCTION/KIDNAPPING                
KIDNAPPING         0 0 1 
FALSE IMPRISONMENT       2 0 2 
INTERFERENCE WITH CUSTODY     1 0 1 
TOTAL           3 0 4 
                  
DRUG/NARCOTICS VIOLATIONS     
POSSESSION OF DRUGS IN A MOTOR VEHICLE   54 46 35 
POSSESSION OF A PRESCRIPTION DRUG   6 10 8 
UNLAWFUL DEALING IN PRESCRIPTION DRUGS   1 0 8 
POSSESSION OF A CONTROLLED DRUG   114 93 104 
SALE OF A CONTROLLED DRUG     11 8 13 
POSS OF A CONTROLLED DRUG W/INT TO DISTRIB 4 4 7 
PENALTIES: POSSESSION OF CONTROLLED DRUG   1 0 1 
POSSESSION OF DRUG PARAPHERNALIA   17 37 11 







The Department of Public Works is charged with the operation and maintenance of Town owned 
facilities, including drinking water and wastewater treatment plants, drinking water distribution system 
(including mains, tanks and pumps), sewer collection system (including mains and pumping stations), 
stormwater collection system, public buildings, vehicle and equipment fleet, and the network of Town 
roads, signs, bridges, and dams. 
Although much of the work completed by the Public Works Department is planned and budgeted for in 
advance, we also have to respond to emergencies. Such was the case with the repairs to Town Hall 
after the April lightning strike and fire. The Maintenance Team worked closely with our insurers, claims 
adjusters and independent contractors to return the building to service as quickly as possible. Although 
a temporary inconvenience to occupants and users of Town Hall, the repairs resulted in new wood 
floors, structural improvements to stairs, electrical repairs and extensive plastering, painting and tin 
ceiling repairs. Our Town Hall is better than before. 
The design and permitting of the new groundwater treatment plant at Lary Lane and associated 
pipelines and wells were completed in 2013. The projects will go out to bid in early 2014 and 
construction commence in spring. The new facility will produce drinking water by mid 2015. 
Construction of sewer main and water services on the southern end of Portsmouth Avenue was started 
in the fall by J.A. Polito. After winter shutdown, construction will recommence in the spring with the 
project complete by summer. 
The first steps toward a new Wastewater Treatment Plant capable of treating to low levels of nitrogen 
commenced with the kickoff of the Facilities Plan. Wright-Pierce Engineers of Portsmouth are leading 
the effort, working with Town staff and coordinating with other project managers, such as the 
integrated watershed plan to also address non-point sources of nitrogen.  
This was the third year in a row that the Town voted to support supplemental paving funds. This has 
enabled the Town to accomplish much needed improvements to our road system. The following roads 
were paved, from beginning to end: Exeter Farms Road, Wyndebrook Circle, Meadowood Drive, Twin 
Pond Circle, Dog Town Road, Greenleaf Drive, Hartman Place, Plouff Lane, Millstream Dr, Liberty Lane, 
Ashbrook Road, Bow Street and Beech Hill Road Ext. Sections of the following roads were paved: Front 
Street (from School to Washington) and Brentwood Road (from Epping Road to Colcord Pond). 
I thank all Public Works employees for their hard work and dedication to provide essential, quality 
services to the community. I also thank the citizens of Exeter for their support and understanding 
during our brief but intense construction season. I also thank the other Town departments and 
employees, Town Manager and Board of Selectmen for their guidance, support and assistance 
throughout the year. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Jennifer R. Perry, P.E. 
Director of Public Works 
 
Town Boards & Committees 
General Meeting Times  
The Town of Exeter thrives on volunteerism.  The Town has several Boards, Committees, and 
Commissions and is always looking to maintain a strong list of capable volunteers. 
If you are interested in serving on the Budget Recommendations Committee, you will need to be 
elected at our March Town Meeting.  You must contact the Board of Selectmen during the year, prior 
to the Deliberative Session, to add your name to the “Slate of Officers”. 
For other Boards and Committees: Arts Committee, Cable TV Advisory Committee, Conservation 
Commission, Council on Aging, Economic Development Commission, Heritage Commission, Historic 
District Commission, Housing Authority, Planning Board, Water & Sewer Advisory Committee, Zoning 
Board of Adjustment; complete the volunteer application on our website at http://exeternh.gov/bcc/
volunteer-appointment and forward it to the Board of Selectmen. 
Thank you for volunteering! 
Interested in serving on a Board or Committee? 
Board/Committee Day of Month Time  Location 
Art Committee 4th Thursday 6:30 p.m. Town Hall, Art Gallery 
Board of Selectmen Every other Monday 7:00 p.m. Town Office, Nowak Room 
Conservation Commission 2nd Tuesday 7:00 p.m. Town Office, Nowak Room 
Council on Aging 3rd Thursday 2:00 p.m. Senior Center, Court Street 
Economic Development Commis-
sion 
2nd Tuesday 8:00 a.m. Town Office, Nowak Room 
Exeter Housing Authority 1st Thursday 1:00 p.m. 277 Water St., Community Rm.  
Heritage Commission 1st Wednesday 7:30 p.m. Town Office, Wheelwright Room 
Historic District Commission 3rd Thursday 7:00 p.m. Town Office, Nowak Room 
Planning Board 2nd & 4th Thurs. 7:00 p.m. Town Office, Nowak Room 
River Committee 3rd Thursday 9:00 a.m. Town Office, Nowak Room 
Swasey Parkway Trustees 1 Wednesday a month 3:00 p.m. DPW, Conference Room 
Transportation Committee 1 Mondays a month 4:10 p.m. Town office, Wheelwright Room 
Water & Sewer Advisory 2nd Wednesday 6:30 p.m. Town Office, Nowak Room 






Exeter celebrated the 375th anniversary of its founding in 1638. A group of volunteers joined together 
to plan activities and events, large and small, to celebrate Exeter’s March through History.  
This theme was adopted by many organizations celebrating their own anniversaries. The Chamber of 
Commerce’s Harvest Festival, American Independence Museum’s 23rd annual festival; Amos Tuck Day 
with an Abraham Lincoln role player; Seacoast Idol’s production with a colonial re-enactor to introduce 
the show and a birthday cake for desert; and Nancy Merrill’s “History of Exeter” was re-published; 
HERON hosted free summer movies on Swasey Parkway with popcorn and a birthday cake.  These are a 
few of the events that had carried through the 375 years of Exeter’s heritage. 
Helping us celebrate, the Exeter Housing Authority proudly displayed a banner for the year “Seniors: 
Celebrating Life in Exeter” at the Squamscott View Apartments. The residents there hosted three well 
attended events: The pre-history of Exeter lecture by archeologist Don Foster; a Victorian tea party 
with Pastor Dee, First Baptist Church, playing a woman discussing etiquette and a lecture by Barbara 
Rimkunas, Exeter Historical Society, on notable women of Exeter 
The Library hosted some events, including: a mini golf tournament with the 375th logo at each hole and 
then a program about Exeter in colonial times. Exeter High School held an event celebrating sporting 
teams through the years. Who knew some of our current elders used to play football and baseball? 
A piece of our modern history that occurred this year was the small fire in the Town Hall that 
postponed some planned events. When its functionality was restored we were able to once again show 
free movies including a Buster Keaton double feature. 
The Exeter Arts Committee celebrated our history by gathering resident veterans of the Nation’s armed 
service. They held a ceremony and party in the Town Hall Art Gallery and displayed photos, quotes and 
memorabilia from veterans who were present. 
The 56th annual Holiday Parade themed “Memories in Exeter’s History” was led by the history making 
EHS field hockey team. This team of outstanding young women won the 2013 State Championship, a 
history making first in Exeter’s sports history. The parade ended with a bonfire on Swasey Parkway. We 
hope a post-parade bonfire will become an annual event. 
The year finished with a bang (literally) with fireworks and a New Year’s Eve party at the Exeter Inn that 
generously supported the event with the use of their banquet rooms. The Exeter Garden Club 
organized the décor and a band (The Rhythm Method) provided the entertainment. Kudos go out to 
Judy Rowan and Anne Campbell for coordinating the special evening and Water Street Bookstore, 
Trends and Churchill’s for selling the tickets for us. 
Continued... 
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One result of the Town’s outreach to organizations was the strengthened bond with the Exeter 
Historical Society. The topics of events on the Society’s calendar, its “History Minutes” and written 
articles referenced our march through history and put on display the mission of the Society.  Many 
thanks go to the Exeter Historical Society and, in particular, Laura Martin for her social networking 
expertise. 
The Committee sends thanks to the following: Dave Black and Beth Dupell of ECM for providing the 
logo design, various discounted printing jobs, re-printing of the classic 1938 300th anniversary poster 
and emotional support; Exeter Women’s Club for gathering 375 donated pieces of clothing for 
premature infants; the anonymous gift of 375 gallons of home heating oil to a neighbor in need; Exeter 
Garden Club for their fabulous logo cookies; Sandy Martin and Seacoast Idol for joining the fun; the 
Rotary Club for working with the Committee to spread the word to enjoy our Town’s history and many 
others who did small things to make the year special. 
A very special THANK YOU goes to Brenda Stevenson and Mary Dupré for their indefatigable manual 
labor and loyal support. 
Only 25 years to the next celebration! 
Julie D. Gilman, Selectwoman 
Judy Rowan and Governor Hassan 
Mary Dupré and Brenda Stevenson 
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Raynes Farm Full Moon Snowshoe 
Conservation Commission 
 
Comcast Cares Trail Day YMCA Camp Belknap Trail Care Day 















2013 was another busy year for the Exeter Conservation Commission.  We hosted several public events 
including a full moon snowshoe at Raynes Farm, a National Trails Day event at the McDonnell 
Conservation Area, trail projects with the support of the Comcast Cares, the YMCA Camp Belknap 
Alumni, and our first organized kayak event along the Squamscott River. 
In addition, this year we were awarded a grant through the Green Infrastructure for Stormwater 
Management for Coastal Communities to collaborate with the residents of the Marshall Farms toward 
improving the water quality of Brickyard Pond.  The efforts were focused on reducing stormwater 
pollution and spanned from educational events and rain barrel installations to the construction of two 
new rain gardens.  The rain gardens were installed by a great number of volunteers from the 
community.  This effort would not have been possible without the assistance of Ironwood Design 
Group, Churchill’s Gardens, and Rye Beach Landscaping.   
In the summer we hired two interns Jonathan Child and McKayla Baker.  They assisted the Commission 
with conservation land monitoring and inspections as well as the trail committee on reducing the 
impact of trail use on town forest wetlands.  Throughout the year we have been collaborating with 
Southeast Land Trust working to protect the former Cronin Pig Farm property now owned by the 
Elliott’s.  Southeast Land Trust has provided invaluable support securing grants, writing grant 
proposals, organizing outreach events and serving as a liaison between the landowner and the 
Commission.     
The Commission eagerly anticipates the New Year, working with you--our partners--to improve the 
natural community around us.  We now have a Facebook page, like us to keep in touch and hear about 
future events planned for 2014.   
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Exeter-Squamscott River Local Advisory Committee 
 
The Exeter-Squamscott River Local Advisory Committee (ESRLAC) is comprised of volunteers 
representing the twelve communities in the Exeter-Squamscott River watershed: Chester, Raymond, 
Fremont, Sandown, Danville, Kingston, East Kingston, Brentwood, Kensington, Exeter, Stratham and 
Newfields.  The Exeter-Squamscott River is one river with two names, reflecting the fresh and salt 
water portions of this major tributary to Great Bay.     
ESRLAC celebrated its 17th year of stewardship of the river and its watershed in 2013.  The year was 
marked by on-going discussions with municipalities and state and federal agencies about water quality 
in the river and its impact on water quality in Great Bay.  Water quality in the river is impacted by land 
use in all communities in the watershed.   
Highlights From 2013 include: 
 Annual Vernal Pool Workshop - ESRLAC partnered with the Kingston Conservation Commission 
in May to hold the 12th Annual Vernal Pool Workshop.  Children and adults waded into 
woodland pools to identify salamanders, turtles and clusters of frog eggs.  Development of 
forestland threatens vernal pools in every watershed community and ESRLAC continues to 
advocate for the protection of critical wildlife habitat like vernal pools.  
 Annual Fish Ladder Tour - ESRLAC partnered with the Exeter Conservation Commission and NH 
Fish and Game in late May for the annual tour of the fish ladder located next to the Great Dam 
in downtown Exeter.  As always, this event attracted a large crowd interested in learning how 
NH Fish and Game manages the fish ladder to enable annual fish migration from the salt water 
of the Squamscott River to the fresh water of the Exeter River.   
 Canoe and Kayak Paddle on the Squamscott River - ESRLAC partnered with the Exeter 
Conservation Commission in October to lead a canoe and kayak paddle on the Squamscott 
River.   
ESRLAC seeks representation from all communities in the watershed.  Please call the Rockingham 





The purpose of the Heritage Commission is to offer a valuable means for the Town to manage, recognize, and 
protect historical and cultural resources.  It is intended to have a town-wide scope and a range of activities 
geared to our needs and wants.  Basically, the Heritage Commission does for historical resources what a 
conservation commission does for natural resources:  it advises and assists other local boards and commissions; 
conducts inventories; educates the public on matters relating to historic preservation; provides information on 
historical resources; and serves as a resource for revitalization efforts. 
In 2013, the Heritage Commission conducted several different efforts toward recognition of Exeter’s heritage. 
The Commission was granted funds in 2011 to prepare a town-wide mapping survey. The finished product is a 
series of maps of the Town with overlays depicting Exeter’s growth over time (survey can be found at the Town 
Clerk’s Office). To celebrate the 375th anniversary, a PowerPoint show was shown throughout the year to depict 
the findings. The survey helped the Commission decide its priorities for future historic survey areas. One area 
recommended for more detailed documentation is the River/Bow/Franklin Street neighborhood. This year, the 
Commission received another grant and commissioned a preservation planner to survey the area. We know the 
area was developed for carriage making and mill tenements but we haven’t documented where each 
establishment was (or is) and the trail of ownerships.  We also know there was a tavern, church and ice house in 
the neighborhood, now the committee will document where the buildings were and if they still remain. Next year 
we’ll be able to tell you the findings. 
One of the Heritage Commission’s responsibilities is to review building 50 years or more in age that are proposed 
to be demolished or partially demolished. The Commission makes a recommendation for preserving a building if 
it has associations with prominent citizens, historical significance in its place in Town, uniqueness or exemplar 
architectural style/details. The Commission then makes a decision on the significance of the property and a 
recommendation whether the building should be preserved or if its not a loss to the Town’s Heritage. These 
decisions are advisory only so the property owner is not prohibited from moving forward with their plans 
regardless of the Commission’s findings.  
2013 was a busy year for the Commission.  Ten properties were proposed for demolition (5 in one week!) and 
were reviewed under the duties of the Commission.  
 3 Pine Street – removal of a modern garage and enclosed porch  
 8 Columbus Avenue – demolition of the Exeter Monument Works building 
 33 Washington Street – demolition of one of the last in-town barns 
 65 Court Street - complete demolition 
 20, 25, 26-28, 29 Franklin Street – complete demolitions 
 1 Franklin Street (corner of Franklin & Clifford Streets) - complete demolition 
The Commission recommended against demolition of the structures at Washington St., 25, 29 and 1 Franklin 
Street because of their significance toward the fabric of the town’s growth and associations with development of 
their neighborhoods. Recommendations about the garage at 1 Franklin Street in particular require special 
consideration because it is situated in the Downtown Historic District. The building was the first automobile sales 
dealership and is associated with the Wetherell’s, a prominent family in the late 1800’s and early 1900’s. There is 
also significance in its building materials. This is the first building in Exeter built of Portland cement hand-pressed 
blocks in Town. Discussions of the proposed changes to this site are on-going with the Historic District 
Commission. The owner is very respectful of both of the Commission’s recommendations and is working with 
them towards a thoughtful and respectful result. 
The Heritage Commission is looking forward to 2014 and the changes the new year may bring. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Julie D. Gilman 
Selectmen’s representative to the Heritage Commission 
 
 
Historic District Commission 
 
The Exeter Historic District Commission is charged with preserving the beauty and architectural 
integrity of the town or at least that portion of it that lies within the Historic District (basically, the 
downtown area). Meaning, anything that will affect the look of the buildings in that area comes to us 
for review. You can do anything you want inside, but please no flashing neon, no aluminum, and check 
on the colors and print styles you want.  You might be amazed at what colors did get used in old-style 
paint, but that’s a story for another place. 
What we did this year was mostly review a lot of signs and window treatments, but we did get to see a 
new dock and the proposed frontage for the expanded Green Bean. Did you know that building used to 
be the town Fire House? And those curved bay areas were the stalls for the fire horses. Right now, we 
are working on the Franklin Street redevelopment; trying to strike a balance between preserving one 
of Exeter’s oldest neighborhoods with making it livable in the twenty-first century. 
We meet the third Thursday of every month, at seven p.m. at the Town Office building.  All our 
meetings are open and you can watch us on Exeter TV. 
Respectfully submitted, 






The Exeter Planning Board serves an important role in shaping the look, feel, and quality of our 
community.  The Board has the responsibility to review applications for land development for 
conformance to the Town’s Zoning Bylaw, Site Plan, and Subdivision Regulations.  Our dedicated 
members also serve as Planning Board Representatives on several other advisory and regulatory 
boards in town.  Pete Cameron serves as the representative to the Historic District Commission, Gwen 
English, Katherine Woolhouse and Lang Plummer represent the town at the Rockingham County 
Planning Commission, Kathy Corson represents the board at the Economic Development Commission 
and Kelly Bergeron is the representative to the Heritage Commission.  I would like to thank them for 
generously donating their time, energy, and experience to improving the Town of Exeter. 
In 2013, the Board saw the signs of an improving economy with a variety of applications ranging from 
lot line adjustments to new commercial developments.  A couple of notable projects approved by the 
Board include a new commercial office building proposed by Waldron Engineering on Holland Way; a 
new commercial development at 146 Portsmouth Avenue; a 3 lot subdivision at 8 Columbus Way; 
along with several other single family additions and commercial property improvements that required 
Board review.  There were a few conceptual reviews that applicants brought to the Board seeking 
guidance and feedback, and we look forward to seeing those projects move forward in 2014.  The 
Board is also responsible for reviewing the Capital Improvement Plan prior to submission to the Board 
of Selectmen and proposing Zoning Amendments for the Town Warrant. 
The Planning Board could not do what it does without the guidance and expertise of the Planning and 
Building Departments’ staff.  This year that group had a change to their team, as we said thanks and 
good luck to Christine Szostack, who left Exeter for a full-time position at the Bedford Planning Office 
and said hello and welcome to Leigh Burley as she joined the team. 
The Planning Board has a mix of long standing members and newcomers, but we are always looking for 
citizens willing to dedicate their time and passion for improving Exeter. 
Respectfully submitted, 





At the River Committee’s meeting on October 31, 2013, the co-chair of its work group, Dr. Mimi 
Becker, reported that the Dam Removal Feasibility Study had been completed.  On November 4, the 
Committee presented the report to the Board of Selectmen.   
In 2011, the work group was established to manage the Dam Removal Feasibility Study, incorporate 
public concerns, and act as the liaison between the River Study Committee and the consultant, Vanasse 
Hangen Brustlin, Inc. (VHB).  The work group consisted of: Co-chairs Mimi Becker and Deb Loiselle 
(NHDES), Rod Bourdon, Phyllis Duffy (DPW), Eric Hutchins (NOAA), Kristen Murphy (Planning), Peter 
Richardson, Sally Soule (NHDES), Paul Vlasich (DPW), Roger Wakeman (PEA), and the lead project con-
sultant for VHB, Peter Walker. 
The Draft Feasibility Report was completed in June 2013.  The public meeting for comments on that 
draft was held on June 26, 2013. 
The role of the River Advisory Committee in this matter has been to provide facts and information, 
based on thoughtful and thorough engineering and environmental science, regarding the potential ap-
proaches to address the currently unsafe condition of the Great Dam. The Committee has been ex-
tremely careful to ensure a full consideration of all possible solutions and to not advocate one alterna-
tive over another.  
Now, the Committee’s task is to continue to try to ensure that the public’s decision making process is 
based on an objective view of the situation.  
Over the past year, the Committee has also served as a point of coordination with the Climate Adap-
tion Plan for Exeter (CAPE), a project to study the vulnerabilities in Exeter and then to develop a plan to 
manage the impact of climate change on the people, infrastructure, and natural resources. 
The Committee members are: Lionel Ingram - Chair, Peter Richardson - Vice Chair, Roger Wakeman 
(PEA Rep. Ex-Officio),  Frank Patterson, Kristen Murphy (Natural Resource Planner Ex-Officio), Rod 
Bourdon, Paul Vlasich (DPW Rep. Ex-Officio), Ginny Raub (Conservation Commission Rep. Ex-Officio), 






The Exeter Local Transportation Committee’s main task is to coordinate or oversee transportation 
services for Exeter’s senior citizens, those residents with mobility handicaps and those with limited 
access to an automobile. These services include a discount taxi-voucher program, transportation 
services as part of the Rockingham Nutrition Meals-on Wheels program, a wheel-chair compatible 
Lamprey Healthcare van service, a volunteer ride program managed by the Transportation Assistance 
for Seacoast Citizens (T.A.S.C.)  and Coastbus’ Route 7 service in Exeter to Stratham, Newmarket, 
Greenland, Pease Tradeport and the Newington Shopping Mall. In addition, part of Coast’s bus service 
includes service to those with disabilities that live within a quarter mile of an existing route. These six 
services are funded, in part, by a motor vehicle registration local option fee. 
In late April of this year, the #7 bus schedule was changed to an earlier schedule and the route was 
extended to Linden St. with a turnaround stop at Deep Meadow Market enabling residents in several 
manufactured home parks access to a regional transportation system. Other stops on route 7 include 
the Exeter Public Library, the Portsmouth Ave. Retail District, a connection in Newmarket to UNH’s 
Wildcat Bus Route, a half dozen community college campuses and/or jobs at Pease Tradeport with the 
route returning from its Newington Mall stop. The new route extension increases the disability van 
coverage area in the southwestern area of Exeter. An increase in ridership was noted soon after this 
change was implemented. 
In the Fall, a new committee member, Ms. Sherri Mastromartino, joined as an active resident 
transportation system user.  Her insight will provide advisory guidance to develop incremental 
improvements to existing and planned services. 
Some of the challenges the committee will be addressing in 2014 include: the planned Train Station 
and Transportation Welcome Center on Lincoln Street, transportation infrastructure improvements to 
sidewalks, anticipated changes to “match-funding” amounts from federal and state agencies, Town 





The Robinson Fund is an Exeter charitable trust whose citizens elect its seven members. The funds 
were given to the Town in 1853 by the will of William Robinson, an Exeter native who attended Phillips 
Exeter Academy and for whose sister no similar educational facility existed in the area. The will 
specified that the funds be for “the only and sole instruction of females…all other things being equal, 
always to give preference to the poor and the orphan.” In 1869, the newly-built Robinson Female 
Seminary opened its doors to females from the Exeter area. 
From 1869 until 1955, Robinson Seminary was the only public school in Exeter to serve post-
elementary females (males attended the Tuck High School). In 1954, the School District passed a bond 
issue to build an addition to the Tuck School. The first co-educational class graduated from Exeter High 
School in 1956. A fire in 1961 destroyed the Seminary building. The Lincoln Street Elementary School 
and related playgrounds and league baseball fields now occupy the site. 
Four of the current Robinson Fund Trustees attended the Seminary; two are graduates and two 
attended the Seminary but graduated from the then new co-educational Exeter High School. 
In the 1990s, to avoid discrimination on the basis of gender, the Trustees petitioned the County 
Probate Court. In 1996, the court issued a decree that discontinued the existing income distributions 
and established a new Trust purpose: “…to create a fund to provide opportunities to enrich and 
enhance the educational experience of post-elementary age individuals within the area served by the 
Exeter Region Cooperative School District, through the development of programs, scholar-hips and 
grants.” Following this new decree Trustees awarded the first Robinson Fund Scholar-ships to 
graduating seniors of the Exeter Region Cooperative School District in June 1998. 
In 2013, the Robinson Trustees awarded $39,000 in college scholarships to three graduates of Exeter 
High School for $8,000, $8,000 and $4,000 a year, and $19,000 in renewal scholarships for students in 
their sophomore, junior and senior years of college. Scholarship awards, given for up to four years, are 
based on financial need, grades and community participation. Recipients must maintain satisfactory 
grades throughout their college experience to continue receiving the scholarships.  
As of December 31, 20132, the trust fund balance stood at $1,766,077, a gain of $155,849 compared to 
2012. Miscellaneous expenses for the year were $232. Trust income, after expenses, was $41,901. 
Respectfully,  
Harry Thayer, secretary 
The Robinson Fund Trustees 
Peter Smith, President; Joanna Pellerin, Vice President; Patricia Qualter, Treasurer; Barbara Gagne, 
Joan Smart and Judy Churchill.  





























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































Trustees of Trust Fund Report 
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The Zoning Board of Adjustment is a five-member, quasi-judicial board that hears and decides on 
applications for zoning relief such as variances, special exceptions, appeals from administrative 
decisions, and equitable waivers of dimensional regulations. At the end of 2013, the Board was 
comprised of four members and three alternates. There are currently an open seat for a regular 
member and two open seats for alternates. I invite the residents of Exeter who are interested in 
land use and economic development issues to contribute to their community by offering to serve on 
the Zoning Board. 
During 2013, the Zoning Board of Adjustment held 12 monthly meetings and made decisions on a 
total of 30 applications. The applications included nineteen variances, nine special exceptions, one 
equitable waiver, and one request for a rehearing. With the exception of 2 variances, all of the 
applications were granted. 
The Zoning Board contributed a member to the Zoning Ordinance Review Committee (ZORC), which 
meets throughout the year to review applicable Zoning Ordinances, and propose and put forth 
recommendations for changes and clarifications to the Exeter Zoning Ordinance for public approval. 
The Board would like to express its appreciation for the excellent service of its’ outgoing Chairman, 
John Hauschildt, as well as the many contributions of our fine Planning Department staff, especially 
Barb McEvoy and Doug Eastman. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Bob Prior 
Chairman, Zoning Board of Adjustment 
ZBA Members: Rick Thielbar, Martha Pennell, John Hauschildt, Marc Carbonneau, Stephen Cole, 
Hank Ouimet 
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Tax Rate Calculation 
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TOWN OF EXETER, NH 
FIRST SESSION OF ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 
DELIBERATIVE SESSION 
SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2014 
 
The first session of the 2014 Town Meeting was held at Exeter Co-Operative High School, 1 Blue Hawk 
Drive, in the Arthur L. Hanson III Center for the Performing Arts.  Town Moderator Paul Scafidi called the 
session to order at 9:05 AM.  Moderator Scafidi asked attendees to join him in Pledging Allegiance to the 
American Flag.  He introduced the Town Officials seated at the head tables – (from his left): Town Clerk 
Andrea Kohler, Acting Town Treasurer Allan Corey, Finance Director Doreen Ravell, Town Counsel Walter 
Mitchell, Town Manager Russell Dean, Selectman and Chair Don Clement, Selectman and Vice Chairman, 
Dan Chartrand, Selectman Matt Quandt, Selectwoman and Clerk, Julie Gilman and Selectman Frank Ferraro.   
Moderator Scafidi asked people coming into the auditorium sign in with Checklist Supervisors.  It is custom 
for non-residents to be allowed to speak to certain Articles because of their expertise.   A motion was made 
to allow these people to speak.  The motion made, seconded and approved. 
 
Moderator Scafidi will recognize one resident at a time, but will recognize the proponent of an Article to 
speak before any other resident.  Each speaker is to state their name and address in Town. An amendment 
can be made to an Article, must be seconded, and then followed by discussion.  Following discussion the 
Moderator will call for a voice vote, or a card vote, from the registered voters present at this Meeting. 
 
Moderator Scafidi said the names of the candidates associated with Article 1 would be listed on the Ballot, 
as well as Articles 2 through 5, which are Zoning Articles.  This meeting has no power to amend these 
Articles as previous public hearings have been held regarding the Zoning Articles.  Moderator Scafidi said he 
and/or the Planning Director could address any questions or concerns relative to the Zoning Amendments 
following the meeting. 
 
Article 6  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of five million and zero dollars ($5,000,000) 
for the engineering design of a Wastewater Treatment Facility, Main Pump Station, and CSO Abatement 
Upgrades.  The Town will authorize the issuance of not more than ($5,000,000) of bonds or notes in 
accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Board of 
Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon; Debt 
service will be paid from the sewer fund ($5,000,000).  (3/5 ballot vote required for approval)  
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 6 
would go on the ballot as presented.   
 
Article 7  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of one-million six hundred thousand and zero 
dollars ($1,600,000) for replacement and rehabilitation of water mains and sewer lines on Lincoln Street 
from Front Street to Main Street, Daniel Street, Tremont Street, and Winter Street.  The Town will authorize 
the issuance of not more than ($1,600,000) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the 
Municipal Finance Act (RSA 33) and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds 
or notes and to determine the rate of interest thereon; Debt service will be paid from the water fund 
($1,400,000) and the sewer fund ($200,000).  (3/5 ballot vote required for approval) Recommended by the 




Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 7 




On petition of Thomas Stanek and others, to see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate the sum of 
one-million seven hundred eighty-six thousand seven hundred and fifty-eight dollars ($1,786,758) for the 
purpose of removing the Great Dam and restoring the Exeter River, and to authorize the issuance of not 
more than ($1,786,758) of bonds or notes in accordance with the provisions of the Municipal Finance Act 
(RSA 33) and to authorize the Board of Selectmen to issue and negotiate such bonds or notes and to 
determine the rate of interest thereon; furthermore, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any 
state, federal and other grants and gifts related to the project.  (The purpose of this article is to restore the 
Exeter River back to its natural condition, stop environment damage, reduce flooding, correct and comply 
with all current deficiencies and orders pending against the Town)  (3/5 ballot vote required for approval)  
Not recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-2. 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  
 
Mimi Becker presented a slide show with a summary of the river study that has been ongoing since 2007.   
The Summary of Impacts and Benefits is attached.  See attachment.  Residents Brian Griset and Mike 
Lambert spoke in favor of the article and presented a poster with a picture of the last 50 year flood and its 
affects.  Resident Jim Fellows questioned the discrepancy of the cost between the citizen petition article of 
1.78 million and the presentation from the river committee of 1.24 million.  Paul Vlasich, Town Engineer, 
explained the difference in cost of $500,000 is the difference of cost to supply water to the Mills.  Resident 
Jay Childs questions if there is any treatment or mitigation upstream from the damn.  Town Engineer, Paul 
Vlasich explained that there was no major effort for restoration of the shore line and it will come naturally, 
however there may be funds available for sediment stabilization.  Residents Julie Gilman and Eric Antisell 
spoke about the historical value of the damn.  Ms. Gilman asks that residents read the historical portion of 
the study.  Paul Vlasich spoke that if the warrant passed the project would take approximately two years.  
In applying for a grant from the Fish and Wildlife Federation, we had to compile a schedule for how the 
work was to be done in a two year time frame.  Once the Water Treatment Plant is online it will open the 
door to remove the damn.   Lionel Ingram, Chairman of the River Study Committee spoke to clarify the 
River Committee took no position on the Article as they were tasked to find solutions for damn removal 
versus damn modification.  Resident Peter Richardson gave an email address exeterdamnstudy@gmail.com 
for any questions.  
 
Moderator Scafidi called for further discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared 




To choose all other necessary Town Officers, Auditors or Committees for the ensuing year.    
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of Article.  
 
Selectman Dan Chartrand presented the following slate for the Budget Recommendations Committee as 
follows: Bill Campbell, Allan Corey, Rob Corson, Francine Hall, Phil Johnson, Bob Kelly, Peter Lennon, Nelson 
Lourenco, Judy Rowan, Corey Stevens, Anne Surman, Harry Thayer, Robert Wentworth, Don Woodward, 
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Anthony Zwaan; FENCE VIEWER:  Doug Eastman; MEASURER OF WOOD & BARK:  Doug Eastman; WEIGHER:  
Jay Perkins 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for any further nominations.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared the 




Shall the Town of Exeter raise and appropriate as an operating budget, not including appropriation by 
special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget 
posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, 
totaling $17,075,046.  Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be $16,943,390 which is the 
same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Exeter or by law, or 
the governing body may hold one special meeting, in accordance with RSA 40:13, X and XVI, to take up the 
issue of a revised operating budget only.   (Majority vote required)  Recommended by the Board of 
Selectmen 4-1 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for any discussion of the Article. 
 
Resident Bob Eastman made a motion to amend Article 10 to:  amend the Town Budget MS-6, account 
number 4611-4612 administration & Purchase of Natural Resources from $32,682 to $10,682. The 
purpose of this $22,000 reduction is to remove the repairs of the Raynes barn roof from this line, as the 
voters have rejected it twice.  By doing so, it will automatically amend Warrant Article 10 from 
$17,075,046 to $17,053,046.  The motion was seconded and Moderator Scafidi asked for discussion of the 
amendment.    
 
Resident Don Briselden gave a brief history of the barn and its importance to the Town of Exeter.  He 
explained the Conservation Committee recommended putting this into the budget before the Budget 
Recommendations Committee, who recommended it to the Board of Selectmen through the budget 
process.  Mr. Briselden urged voters to not vote for the amendment.  Ann Surman spoke in favor of the 
amendment and questioned the process as it should be on the ballot for the voters to decide and not just 
moved into the budget.  Bill Campbell spoke against the amendment as he feels the barn is a rich piece of 
history and he feels the Town needs to preserve it.  Resident Dennis Brady questioned if the Conservation 
Committee has funds to replace the barn roof?   Resident Briselden explained the monies in the 
Conservation Fund are designated for trail maintenance, yearly operations and land monitoring.  The fund 
would be completely depleted if we used those funds.  Resident Frank Ferraro feels the Conservation 
Committee has to set priorities and if replacement of the Raynes barn roof is essential the committee 
should dedicate funds for the project.   Resident Allan Corey stated that most funds of the Conservation 
Committee are restricted and are mandated.    Moderator Scafidi explained the amendment by Mr. 
Eastman would only reduce the bottom line of total budget.  By law, specific statutory language must be 
used in the warrant article.  Selectmen Ferraro argued RSA 32:10 specifically allows line items within the 
budget to be reduced.   Town Attorney, Walter Mitchell explained voting can take place on a line item but it 
is not binding to the Selectmen unless you eliminate the purpose.  To eliminate the purpose you would 
have to zero-out the line item on the MS-6.  Moderator Scafidi explained the Selectmen do have the option 
to move money around within the budget if they find it elsewhere.  Resident Robert Eastman asked if the 
amendment carries, would he need to make another amendment to reduce the total budget.  Town 
Attorney, Walter Mitchell explained the amendment does two things, one, it reduces the bottom line of the 
budget and two, it expresses the consensus to the Selectmen where the reduction is to be taken.  The 
commonly provision known as No Means No does not apply here unless you zero out the line item.  
4 
 
Resident Virginia Raub, a member of the Conservation Committee explained to apply for Grant funding, you 
have to have matching funds and this would allow us to move forward in applying for available grants.   
 
Selectman Dan Chartrand called the question.  Moderator Scafidi called for a card vote.    Ayes 35, Nays 
85 the Nays have it.  Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment does not carry.  Moderator Scafidi 
called for further discussion of the article.   
 
Resident Rob Corson made a motion to reduce the MS-6 line item of Economic Development from 
$69,149 to $1,500 reducing the budget to $17,007,397. The motion was seconded and Moderator Scafidi 
called for discussion of amendment. 
 
Resident Barry Sandburg, Chairperson of the Economic Develop Commission, spoke against the amendment 
as he feels this new position is important to bring new business into town, its part of the long range goal 
and important to the strategic plan.  This position will help maintain the businesses we have now as well as 
reaching out and working with all segments of the community, business, art, health, education and the 
tourist community.  Resident Kathy Corson, Clerk of the Economic Development commission spoke in favor 
of the amendment as she feels this work could be done on a contract basis.  Town Treasurer, Allan Corey 
spoke in favor of the article.  He feels the amount of business brought into Town would not cover the 
expense of the position nor would it lower the tax rate.  Selectman, Dan Chartrand spoke against that 
amendment as he feels the creation of this position will help control the residential property tax by 
focusing on the revenue side of government.   Resident Christine Soutter, the Economic Development 
Manager for the Town of Somersworth explained what her job does and her duties.   
 
The voters called the question.  Moderator Scafidi called for a card vote. Ayes 60, Nays 67, Moderator 
Scafidi declared the amendment does not carry.  Moderator Scafidi called for further discussion of the 
article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 10 would go on the ballot as presented.  
Selectman Dan Chartrand made a motion to restrict further consideration of this article.  The motion was 




Shall the Town of Exeter raise and appropriate as a water operating budget, not including appropriation by 
special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget 
posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, 
totaling $2,538,457.  Should this article be defeated, the water default budget shall be $2,409,803 which is 
the same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Exeter or by law.  
(Majority vote required)  Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0 
Russ Dean explained the water budget and the process. 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 11 
would go on the ballot as presented.   
 
Article 12  
 
Shall the Town of Exeter raise and appropriate as a sewer operating budget, not including appropriation by 
special warrant articles and other appropriations voted separately, the amounts set forth on the budget 
posted with the warrant or as amended by vote of the first session, for the purposes set forth therein, 
totaling $2,412,706.  Should this article be defeated, the default budget shall be $2,432,299 which is the 
same as last year, with certain adjustments required by previous action of the Town of Exeter or by law.  




Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 12 




To see if the Town will vote to approve the cost items included in the collective bargaining agreement 
reached between the Board of Selectmen and the Exeter SEIU 1984 (Public Works/Town Office unit) which 
calls for the following salaries and benefits at the current staffing levels: 
 
Year   Estimated Salary and Benefits Increase  Health Insurance Savings  
FY14   $42,728      ($35,904) 
FY15   $16,522      ($71,809) 
 
And further, to raise and appropriate the sum of six thousand eight hundred and twenty four dollars 
($6,824) for the 2014 fiscal year, such sum representing the additional costs attributable to the increase in 
salaries and benefits over those of the appropriation at current staffing levels.  (Majority vote required) 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article13 
would go on the ballot as presented.   
 
Article 14  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, through special warrant article, the sum of one-
hundred nine thousand five hundred and ninety five dollars ($109,595), for the support of various human 
service agencies that will serve Exeter residents in 2014: 
 
Agency      Amount 
A Safe Place     $5,500 
Area Home Care    $13,000 
Big Brother/Big Sister    $9,000 
Child and Family Services   $12,000 
Crossroads House    $3,500 
Families First     $3,000 
Friends Program (formerly RSVP)  $2,200 
Great Bay Kids     $2,495 
Meals on Wheels – Food   $9,200 
New Generation Shelter   $2,000 
New Outlook Teen Center   $2,700 
Richie McFarland Center   $9,000 
Rockingham Community Action  $11,000 
Seacoast Family Promise   $1,500 
Seacoast Mental Health   $8,500 
Seacoast VNA     $5,000 
Sexual Assault Support Services (SASS)  $3,000 
St. Vincent De Paul     $5,000 
Womenade of Greater Squamscott  $2,000 
 




(Majority vote required) Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 14 




To see if the Town will vote to establish a capital reserve fund under RSA 35:1 for the purpose of making 
capital improvements to town sidewalks including construction and replacement of new town sidewalks, 
and repair and replacement of existing town sidewalks and to raise and appropriate the sum of eighty-
thousand dollars ($80,000) to be placed in this fund and further the Board of Selectmen shall be named 
agents of the fund and be authorized to make expenditures from the fund.  (Majority vote required) 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 15 
would go on the ballot as presented.   
 
Article 16  
 
To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, through special warrant article, the sum of fifty-
thousand dollars ($50,000), for the purpose of conducting a Town-wide Facilities Plan, to include building 
use recommendations on short and long term needs for all town buildings. (Majority vote required) 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 5-0 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 16 




To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, through special warrant article, the sum of one-
hundred forty-nine thousand five-hundred dollars ($149,500) for the purpose of purchasing for 
conservation the approximately 34-acre Elliott property (Tax Map 26, Lot 15) (known as the ‘Growing 
Oakland’s’ project) located east of Watson Road and abutting the western portion of the Oaklands Town 
Forest.  The Growing Oaklands project adds a critical portion of a popular trail into town ownership and 
conserves wildlife habitat for several rare species.  The total cost of the project is $149,500, with the 
following revenue funding sources: $26,490 from general taxation, $33,510 from 2003 conservation bond 
proceeds; $25,000 from the Conservation Commission’s Conservation Fund; $54,000 from a US Natural 
Resources Conservation Service grant; and $10,500 to be privately raised by Southeast Land Trust of New 
Hampshire; furthermore, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any state, federal and other grants 
and gifts related to the project.  As part of this purchase, the property will be subject to a conservation 
easement granted to the US Natural Resources Conservation Service.  (Majority vote required) 
Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-2 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article Resident Virginia Raub made a motion to amend the 
article to read:  To see if the Town will vote to raise and appropriate, through special warrant article, the 
sum of twenty-six thousand four hundred and ninety dollars ($26,490) for the purpose of purchasing for 
conservation the approximately 34 acre Elliott property Tax Map 26 Lot15) known as the Growing 
Oaklands' project located east of Watson Road and abutting the eastern portion of the Oaklands' Town 
Forrest.  The sum will be combined with $33,510 remaining from the 2003 conservation bond proceeds 
and 25,000 from the conservation commission’s conservation Fund to fund the Town of Exeter’s$85,000 
7 
 
share of the total purchase price.  The Growing Oaklands' project adds a critical portion of a popular trail 
into town ownership and conserves wildlife habitat for several rare species.  The balance of the total cost 
of the  project is $149,500 with the following funding sources:  $54,000 from a US Natural Resource 
Conservation Service grant; and $10,500 to be privately raised by Southeast Land Trust of New 
Hampshire; furthermore, to authorize the Board of Selectmen to accept any state, federal and other 
grants and gifts related to the project.  As part of the purchase, the property will be subject to a 
conservation easement granted to the US Natural Resources Conservation Service.  The motion was 
seconded and Moderator Scafidi asked for discussion of the amendment.   Seeing none, Moderator 
Scafidi called for a voice vote.  They Ayes have it.  Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment passed.  
He called for further discussion.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared the Article 17 would go on the 




To see if the Town will adopt the Community Revitalization Tax Relief Incentive outlined in Chapter 79-E of 
state law and to designate four commercial areas as meeting the standards for an eligible district as set 
forth in RSA 79-E:2? (The four districts will consist of areas zoned C-1 “Central Area Commercial” and WC 
“Waterfront Commercial”. A map of these districts is available on the Town’s website and Town Clerk’s 
Office.)  Majority vote required. Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 
5-0 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 18 




To see if the Town will vote to adopt RSA 162-K of the New Hampshire Revised Statutes, which if adopted 
will allow the Town to establish tax increment financing districts upon approval of the legislative body.  
Majority vote required.  Recommended by the Board of Selectmen 3-2 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article 19 




To see if the Town will vote to increase the current motor vehicle local option fee from $3.25 to $4.00 to 
fund transportation services for senior and disabled residents and transportation service needs consistent 
with RSA 261:153 VI.  Proceeds from the fee will be deposited into the Town’s Municipal Transportation 
Improvement Fund.  This article will not impact the tax rate.  Majority vote required. Recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen 3-2 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.   Resident Harry Thayer made the motion to amend 
the article to remove the phrase, “This article will not impact the tax rate.” The motion was seconded.  
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the amendment.   
 
Resident Donna Schlachman reminded the voters that this is a user fee and does not affect the property tax 




Moderator Scafidi called for further discussion of the amendment.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi called 
for a card vote. Ayes 35, Nays 71, Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment does not carry.  Moderator 
Scafidi called for further discussion of the article.   
 
Resident Harry Thayer made a motion to amend the article by adding the word “property” in front of 
“tax rate”.  The motion was seconded.  Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the amendment.  
Seeing none, he called for a voice vote of the amendment.  The Ayes have it.  Moderator Scafidi declared 
the amendment passed.  He called for discussion of the Article as amended, seeing none he declared the 
Article 20 will go on the ballot as amended.   
 
Article 21  
 
To see if the Town will vote to authorize the Board of Selectmen to negotiate a long term lease with Great 
Bay Kids Company on Town owned property located on Hampton Road (Tax Map 69, Lot 4) with terms and 
conditions to be determined by the Board of Selectmen.  Majority vote required.  Recommended by the 
Board of Selectmen 3-2 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  
 
Wendy Monroe, Director of the Great Bay Kids Company, spoke in favor of the Article.  She explained that 
for the last 13 years, the company has had a lease through the Exeter School District, and due to the 
growing needs of the school district the lease will not be extended past May 2015.  The Great Bay Kids 
Company has been searching for property to relocate or to build a new center in Exeter.  We feel the 
property on Hampton Road is the perfect spot to build a new facility.  This article will allow us to negotiate 
a fair market lease with the Exeter Selectmen.  Resident Meg Bateman spoke in favor of the Article as she 
feels it will generate revenue, develop property at no cost to the Town, and meet the demand for quality 
child care in the community.  Resident Bob Prior feels that although Great Bay Kids Company is great 
business and provides excellent child care he questions the process.    
 
Mr. Prior made a motion to amend the Article as follows, To see if the Town will vote to authorize the 
Board of Selectmen to negotiate a long term lease with Great Bay Kids Company for Town owned 
property located on Hampton Road (Tax Map 69, Lot 4) which is a parcel of open land that is behind the 
Town pool and Recreation facility with terms and duration of the lease to be determined by the Board of 
Selectmen.  Should Article 16 of this year’s warrant be approved, then no long-term lease agreement 
shall be executed between the Town and Great Bay Kids Company until the Town-wide Facilities Plan has 
been completed and it shows that this project is determined to be in the best interest of the Town.  
Further, prior to executing a lease with Great Bay Kids Company, the Town must do an analysis of current 
Town owned land that can be utilized for recreation to ensure adequate space is set aside for the future 
recreation needs of the citizens of Exeter.  The results of this analysis shall be presented and discussed in 
a public forum.  Finally, Great Bay Kids Company must obtain all necessary approvals from land use 
boards prior to entering into a long-term lease agreement with the Town. The motion was seconded.  
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the amendment.  
 
Mike Favreau, Exeter Parks and Recreation Director, spoke against the amendment.  He feels there is an 
implication that there has been no forethought to what can be done with this piece of property.  The 
property has been surveyed and it is a buildable lot.  The Parks and Recreation Department has all the field 
space it needs to run our programs.   The Great Bay Kids Company will be able to develop the land to build 
a facility on this property which will increase the value of Town owned land.  Mr. Favreau does not see 
expansion of the pool.  Resident Donna Schlachman spoke in favor of the amendment pointing out the 
9 
 
2002 Town Master Plan which is specific to the process of this Town in regards to making decisions of our 
assets.  The Master Plan establishes general policies and goals with which to guide development.   She feels 
that building a new building it will change the nature of the Park and Recreation facility.  According to the 
Future Land Use section of the 2002 Master Plan, the land use is intended to describe and establish the 
Town’s broad vision for its future land development.  It requires careful evaluation and synthesis of all 
other parts of the Master Plan and to take into account many factors including community goals, capability 
of land use, etc. and she feels the amendment speaks to the process.   
 
The voters called the amendment to vote.  The motion was seconded.  Moderator Scafidi called for a card 
vote. Ayes 36, Nays 60, Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment does not carry.  Moderator Scafidi 
called for further discussion of the Article. 
 
Resident and Town Treasurer Allen Corey feels there are a large number of questions regarding how this 
transaction is going to take place.  Several residents spoke in favor of the Article.  Resident Brian Griset 
questions if the Board of Selectmen can only negotiate with Great Bay Kids Company for this parcel of land.  
Town Attorney Walter Mitchell said yes. 
 
Resident Jeff Martin made a motion to amend the Article to add the words “or other entity” after Great 
Bay Kids Company.  The motion was seconded.   Moderator Scafidi asked for discussion of the 
amendment. 
 
Several residents spoke against the amendment. 
 
A motion was made to call the amendment to a vote.  It was seconded.  Moderator Scafidi called for a 
voice vote. The Nays have it.  Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment does not carry.  Moderator 
Scafidi called for further discussion of the Article.  Resident Nora Arico made a motion to amend the 
Article to substitute the word “negotiate” to “discuss” and to add the words “behind the Exeter pool” 
after the words “Hampton Road”.  The motion was seconded and Moderator Scafidi called for discussion 
of the amendment.   
 
Selectman Don Clement spoke against the amendment as it changes the content or meaning.   
 
The residents call the vote of the amendment.  Moderator Scafidi called for a voice vote of the 
amendment.  The Nays have it.  Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment does not carry.  Moderator 
Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  A motion was made to call the vote of the Article.  Moderator 
Scafidi called for a voice vote of the Article.   The Ayes have it.  Moderator Scafidi declared Article 21 will 
go on the ballot as written.  A motion was given not to reconsider all Articles voted on.  The Moderator 
called for a voice vote.  The Ayes have it.     
 
Article 22  
 
On petition of Stephanie Marshall and others, “to see if the Town will vote to express its opposition to the 
transport of toxic tar sands oil through New Hampshire, and further, to (1) communicate this opposition to 
the Governor and NH General Court and to the New Hampshire delegation in the US Congress requesting 
they take all reasonable steps to oppose the transport of tar sands oil through New Hampshire, and (2) to 
send a copy of this resolution and the official results from the Town Meeting vote to all relevant state and 
federal officials, including the NH Office of Energy and Planning, the N.H. Site Evaluation Committee and 
the U.S. State Department, as well as the chief executive officers of those companies directly involved in 
the production and proposed transportation of tar sands oil including Portland Pipe Line Corporation, 




Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Eric Antisell made a motion to add the words “via 
existing pipelines” after the word transport under #1.  The motion was seconded.  Moderator Scafidi 
called for discussion of the amendment.   
 
Resident Bob Prior spoke against the amendment as we do not know exactly how the tar sands oil is being 
transported through Exeter and urges to vote against the amendment.   
 
Moderator Scafidi called for further discussion of the amendment.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi called 
for a voice vote.  The Nays have it.  Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment does not carry.  
Moderator Scafidi called for further discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, he declared Article 22 to go 
on the ballot as written.   
 
Article 23  
 
By petition of Herb Moyer and other eligible voters of the Town of Exeter, NH, “to see if the town will vote 
to urge:  That the New Hampshire State Legislature join nearly 500 municipalities and 16 other states, 
including all other New England states, in calling upon Congress to move forward a constitutional 
amendment that: 1) guarantees the right of our elected representatives and of the American people to 
safeguard fair elections through authority to regulate political spending, and 2) clarifies that constitutional 
rights were established for people, not corporations.  That the New Hampshire Congressional delegation 
supports such a constitutional amendment.  That the New Hampshire State Legislature support such an 
amendment once it is approved by Congress and sent to the State for ratification.  And furthermore, that 
this Town Meeting vote be a record that We the People want Congress and our state legislature to: 
 
• Institute full, effective and immediate electronic disclosure of all election-related spending by any 
individual, group, corporation, party or institution. 
• Provide for fair, nonpartisan and vigorous enforcement of existing campaign laws and regulations 
by federal and state agencies. 
• Enact an absolute ban on campaign contributions by foreign governments, foreign agencies, foreign 
corporations or their subsidiaries and employees in the U.S. 
• Enact legislation that would cut down on the influence of big bankroll donors by multiplying the 
power of small donations through the use of voter vouchers, tax credits and matching public funds. 
• The record of the vote approving this article shall be transmitted by written notice to Exeter’s 
congressional delegation, and to Exeter’s state legislators, and to the President of the United States 
informing them of the instructions from their constituents by the Board of Selectmen within 30 
days of the vote.  Majority vote required. 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the article.  Nora Arico made a motion to amend the Article to 
take out the word “individual”.  It was seconded and Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the 
amendment.  Seeing none, he called for a voice vote.  The Nays have it.  Resident Nora Arico made a 
motion to remove the comma after the word “individual”.   The motion was seconded and the 
Moderator called for discussion of the amendment.  Seeing none, the Moderator called for a voice vote.  
The Ayes have it.   Moderator Scafidi declared the amendment carries. Moderator Scafidi called for more 
discussion of the Article as amended.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared Article will go on the 







By petition of Jill and Allan Mayo and others, “to see if the Town will vote to help lessen our nation’s 
dependence on fossil fuels and to promote the use of solar energy in our town, by adopting the provisions 
of RSA 72:61 through RSA 72:64 inclusively, which allows for each New Hampshire city and town, to adopt 
an exemption from the assessed value of the solar-related equipment, for property tax purposes, for 
persons owning real property, which is equipped with solar energy systems intended for use at the 
immediate site.  The property tax exemption shall only be in the amount equal to 100% of the assessed 
value of qualifying solar related equipment under these statutes.  Per RSA 72:61, a “solar energy system” 
means a system which utilizes solar energy to heat or cool the interior of a building or to heat water for use 
in a building and which includes one or more collectors and a storage container.  “Solar energy system” also 
means a system which provides electricity for a building by the use of photovoltaic panels.  (A majority vote 
of yes would continue the Town’s current practice of not increasing home valuation due to the solar 
installation for assessment purposes and would preclude the Town from, in the future, potentially 
collecting property tax on the assessed value of the solar-related equipment, as such a tax would reduce 
the benefit of installing such a system and would disincentivize installing one.) 
 
Moderator Scafidi called for discussion of the Article.  Seeing none, Moderator Scafidi declared the 
Article will go on the ballot as written.   
 
There being no further business to come before the meeting, Moderator Scafidi entertained a motion to 
adjourn the Deliberative Session of the Annual Town Meeting.  So moved and seconded with no opposition.  
Moderator Scafidi declared the meeting adjourned at 3:42 PM and the meeting to resume at 7:00 AM on 










































Town of Exeter 




1st Choice: ____________________________  2nd Choice: ____________________________ 
Name:  ______________________________________________________________________ 
Address:_____________________________________________________________________ 
Email: ______________________________________________________________________ 
Phone: _____________________________ Cell: ____________________________________ 




Please provide any background information that would be of interest to the Board when 
considering your application, including previous committee service or other relevant 





Are you aware of any conflicts that could arise affecting your service on this committee? 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
Are you aware of the meeting schedule and able to commit to attending regularly?   YES     NO 
After submitting this application for appointment to the Town Manager: 
 The application will be reviewed and you will be scheduled for an interview with the 
Selectmen 
 Following the interview the Board will vote on your potential appointment at the next 
regular meeting 
 If appointed, you will receive a letter from the Town Manager and will be required to 
complete paperwork with the Town Clerk prior to the start of your service on the 














































































A dedicated firefighter for 50 years 
Captain Wayne Raymond 
March 17, 1936 to November 9, 2013 

